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THEME: Putting Faith to Work. Part 2 (The Book of James)
TOPIC: Patience in Suffering
Background Scripture:James 5: 7 – 11
In the first 6 verses of chapter 5, the wealthy are condemned for abusing riches and oppressing the poor. James does not denounce wealth in its own right. He does not condemn anyone for being rich, nor does he put a premium on being poor. The Bible does not condemn wealth if it is acquired honestly and distributed wisely. In consecrated hands, wealth can be a means of up building the work of God.
Appealing For Patience When Under Stress (5:7-11)
In verses 7 – 11, James turns now from addressing the ungodly rich (the men in verses 1-6 are not addressed as “brethren”)—to bringing counsel and encouragement to Christians who have been oppressed. Sometimes Christians were the objects of ridicule and persecution. Sometimes they were defrauded of their rights. Sometimes they were falsely accused. How do we react to all this? “Patience” is the key word according to James.
“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming” (James 5:7). There are two words translated patience in the Book of James. One word, hypomona, means “getting under the load to carry it.” This one is found in James 1:3-4 and 5:11. The other, makrothumeo, means “to suffer long,” and in the noun form “forbearance.” That is the one found twice in our text for today. They both are well-translated by our English word patience.While we wait for the promised return of the Lord, we need the grace of patience. In these verses, there are three examples to remind us of this needed grace.
Ponder the Patience of the Farmer (vv. 7-9)
Like the farmer, we may not be able to predict exactly when the Lord will return, but we know He will. We can wait with patience if we learn the lesson of the farmer. The work of the farmer requires faith and patience. He prepares the soil, sows the seed, cultivates the new growth—and then waits! There are many things that can trouble the farmer (no rain, too much rain, diseases, insects, etc.)—but still he waits patiently. He knows that in due time the crops will mature and the harvest will come, and then the long hours of labor will be rewarded.
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Ponder the Patience of the Prophets (v. 10)
It is always comforting to know that others have gone through experiences that were hard too. We are not alone:
Daniel, in exile with the surviving remnant of Israel, endured being shut up in a den of ferocious lions (Dan. 6). Elijah fled from the wicked Queen Jezebel. Jeremiah was placed into a dungeon filled with mire and he sank into the mud until it came up to his armpits (Jer. 38:6). Also, Hebrews 11 offers a long list of faithful Old Testament saints who patiently carried the load of persecution for God’s sake. Their endurance encourages us to persist with patience.
James says we must not give up when we face hard challenges in life as Christians. Instead, we must let the example of the prophets who have gone before us give us fresh courage to keep on keeping on! God’s power has not grown less. Jeremiah was delivered; Daniel was delivered; Elijah was delivered—and what God has done for others, He can do again!
In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said His followers should count it a blessing when people insult us, persecute us and say all kinds of evil against us because of Him. “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12;Cf. James. 1:12).
Ponder the Patience of Job (v. 11)
The final illustration of patience under trial is the example of the patriarch Job. Verse 11 says, “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy.”
Job had been suddenly overwhelmed with affliction. The Sabeans stole his oxen; lightning killed his shepherds; the Chaldeans carried away his camels; a great wind blew over his house; and his children were all killed in the storm. This would have been more than enough to make most of us give up. But later—there was added affliction. Job’s body was covered with boils; his wife laughed at him and told him to curse God; his best friends accused him of hiding some secret sin. Yet Job never lost his faith in God. Sometimes Job did speak impatiently, but the important thing is that he persevered to the end. He maintained a persistent trust in God. And there is something about such resolute endurance that all of us admire. James says in verse 11, “Behold, we count them happy who endure.”
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarize, James 5:7-11 says that God will finally reward those followers of Christ who endure steadfastly until the end. James speaks of a gallant spirit which refuses to give way even under pressure. Job had no explanation as to why those evils befell him. Yet we know that afterward God blessed him far beyond anything he knew before his suffering. Just so, God will bless us too, if we are steadfast. James is emphasizing the fact that we must keep on going. May the Lord grant us the grace of patience to be steadfast to the end, in Jesus name.  Amen.
